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Worſbipful $ix,, 


T HE. Scene of thoſe Tragedies which have 
been lately Afted by ſome miſguided per- 
ſons upon ran hath been ſo publickly 
laid; thatit hath been obvious to many eyes ; and 
tho fx teghtb&h dceofted, and arriv'd at more 
ears ; but whether they may entitle their Ori- 
ginal ExtraCtion to a Learned but unfortunate 
Treatiſe, (Qil'd Blathanatos, wherein Self-kiltirg 
in ſeveral _ 15 concluded not to be Murder. 

ot poſitively determine, However, I have 
STFa ed all the Radklat could meet with, 
out of the Laboratories of Modern Caſviſts, to 
countermine avd cifſipate the venome of thoſe 
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The Epifile Dedicatory. 
Arguments thae are knit together to ſupport this 
ſanguinary Aſlection, But, Sir, I know you 
have ſo much Art to judge, and Candor to be- 
lieve , that when 1 'd this Treatiſe, I 


wholly deſign'd to offer it up to the ſcrutiny of . Þ 


clearer ſpeculations than mine own ; 
the Maſters of which, I know none a more - 
ate Arbiter, or Competent Judge to winnow 
ic, than your ſelf ; from w ity I may 
hope that which I could A the 
Preſs, that is, the pardon of thoſe miſtakes; of 
which poſſibly he may be guilty of, who is, 
'/ | a. 
Tour Met Humble and 
AﬀeBimate Servant, 


THOMAS PHILIPOT, 


TO 


M.A P——E—_ —_— _— TI 


To the READER, 


Courteous Reader, 


OW far an offending Criminal may be his oun Exccu- 
toner, bath puzled the H 0, diſquieted the Pens 
of our modern Caſuiſts ; but at laft - moſt L:-arned 

of them have fix'd this determination : That in ſome 

Judicial Cenſures and Sentences that are not ſanguinary, that 

is, do not reach to the effuſion of Blood z, and where no Aion 

is immediately to be d by the offender upon himſelf he is 

5 4 paſſe ſurrender, and ſubmiſſion of himſelf to the Law, to 
e his own Executioner. And there is no more indecency (they 

ſo) in the ſclf-inflifion of theſe Mederinal puniſbments, than 
there 1s for 8 man to mingle h1s own ſevere and diſuuſiful Potions 
to let himſelf Blood,or lawnce 4 corroding Uleer the caſes where. 
in the Delinquent is to werifie the Sentence of the Law, by 
executing it upon himſelf, are theſe that follos, 

If the Law impoſes « — facto to be incurr'd, if 
it be equal, moderate and tolerable, the Conſcience is obliged to 
ſubmit to @ voluntary ſuſception of it : ſo if 4 perſon be blaſted 
with the cenſure of cation , ht is not only engaged 
to ſubmit to thoſe ſeparations, eſtrangements, or alienations 
from Society, and +5; which he finds from the duty of 


others : but if he be in a ranger place, where they know not 
of it, and begin Divine Service, he is bound in Conſcience 
togo away, to reſign an Eccleſiaſtical Benefice, if he be poſefied 
of one ; and other things of the ſame neceſſity, for verification 
of the ſentence, At if a Benefice ſhould be offered to the ex+ 
communicate perſon, he is obliged not to accept of it, being by 
the ſentence rendred irregular, or to execute any ather Office to 
which, by that cenſure, he 1s declared and made wnapt and in- 
habile z, and the reaſon is, becauſe every ai of Communion, 
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Ta the Reader. 


and office in his Caſe, is a dire# rebelling apatnſt the ſentence 


of the Law, the Trerification of which depends as much por 
himſelf as upon others, for every ſuch perſon 15 ik» a mans that 
has the Plague upon hun, all men that know it avoid rung bus 
becauſe all men do not know it, he is bound to decline thewty and 
in no caſe to run intotheir company, whether they know him, ov 
know him not, - " | 

If a Law beenafed, that if a Clerk within twelve moneths 
after the Collation of a' PariſheChurch, be ngt Ordained a 
Prieſt, he ſhall forfeit his Eccleſiaftital Beneficey if he does 
z0t ſubmit to the Sentence, and retede from his Pariſh or T;;- 
cumbency, he is tied. in Conſcience toanake Reſtitytaon of all the 
Profits he ſball recet7;eg oranſune. = 


So if a Law te. Conſirtuted, that who-ewer is 8 comment 


S wearer, ſball iplo fafto be infamous ;, he that is guilty," is ob< 
lig'd in Conſcience not to: give teſtimony in a Cauſe cy Lan, 
but to be his own Judge and Executioner of that Sentence, But 
whether theſe precedents dgintrinſeeally aud ex raw ra rej 0b - 
lige the Conſciences of all perſons, and untverſally in all times, 
and in all places, I leave to thy ſcrutime and juſtice, at once 
both to judge and determine ;, and ſo 1 proceed, - . - 
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TIIPSISPIDISTETSTLESES 
Self- Honteide-Murther, 


HE -Law of Nature .is nothing but the Law of . 
= God given to mankind, for the conſervation of his 
Nature , and promotion of his perfetive end. 
A Law of which a-man ſees a reaſon, and feels a neceſſity, 
God is the Law-giver, practical Reaſon or Conſcience is 
the Record z bug revelation, and expreſs declaring of it, 
was the firſt publication and evidence of it z- until then it 
had nor all the ſfolemnities of a Law, h it was 
paſs'd in the Court, and-Decreed and Recorded. God is 
the Author of our Nature, and made a Law fir for it by 
his own Authority, and proper SanQtion, and ſent the prin= 
ciples of that Law together with it z notthat whatſoever + 
is in Nature, or Reaſon, is therefore a Law, becauſe iris 
reaſonable, or becauſe ir is natural ; bur rhat God took fo: 
much of prime Reaſon as would make us good and hap- 
py, and eſtabliſh'd it into a'Law, which became, and was 
il'd, the Law of Nature ; both becauſe this Law: is in 
M ateria Naturali, that is concerning-the good,. which re- 
fers to the prime neceſfities of Nature 4, .and alſo, becauſe 
being Divine, in reſpeR of the Anthor, the principles of 
this Law are natural, in reſpe& of the time of their Inſti- 
wution, being toge ther with our nature, though they:were 
drawn out-by God leverally, in ſeveral periods of the 
World, who made them Laws aQually by his command, 
which in nature were only ſo by diſpofition, By this Law- 
the Patriarchs lived ; by this Noah was declared juſt, and 
raham 
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. Self-Homicide-Murther. 


Abraham was the Friend of God for this, ma not 
written in Tables of ſtone, was yet written in the Tables 
of their hearts: that is it was by God ſo imprinted in their 
Conſciences, that by it they were ſufficiently inftruQed 
how to walk, and pleaſe God, And this is the ſenſe of 
Tertullian, whoſe determination as to this particular, is 
often cited by our Modern Caſviſts : his words are theſe, 
Ante Lefem Moyſi ſcriptam in Tabulis lapiders Legem £0X= 
tendo non ſcriptam que N aturaltiter ntelligebatur, & a Patri. 
bus cuſtedicbatur ;, nam unde Noc juſtus moentus eft? fi non 
illum Naturals Legis Fuſtitia pracedebat, unde Abraham 
Amicus Dei deputatus # ji non de Fquitate & Faſtitia Legis 
hujus Naturals. Out of theſe al deſcriptions of < 
Law of Nature, I may ſpin our this Definition; The Law 
of Nature is the univerſal Law of the World, CONCern- 
ing ſome common neceſſities to which we are inclin'd by 

ature, invited by Cham, pron ed by Reaſon, and 
bound upon us by the command of God : and the firſt part 
of this Definition is 09 arr and made evidently true, 
by the aptneſſes of the Heathen to Juſtice, and diſpoſition 
to Laws, concreated with their underſtandings, which are 
ſtil'd by the Schools, Specres _— & concreate ; and 
by Minſinger andthe Civil Law, they are nam'd, ia 


few formule honeſtatys pracepte, ſignatures or dravghts 
of moral honeſty Rtamp'd n1on the hearts of men in their 
firlt creation by God Himlelf,which ſuper-induce and im- 
print upon their Conſciences ſuch Fears and Opinions,that 
paſs upon mankind the obligation and reverence of Laws, 
Bur as inthe boly of manthere is great variety of Ac- 
cidents, and mutability of matter, but ill that variety is 
govern'd by the various flexures of Reaſon, which remains 
unchang'd in all irs revolutions and vicifſicudes z or if you 
will,in-all the complications and twiltings about the colla- 
ceral 


Self-HomicideeMarther: ' 0 
teral Accidents, and is the ſame, though working other. 
wiſe ; ſoit is in the Law, whoſe Reaſon and Obligation 
continues, even when'it is made to comply with changing 
Inſtances, . pet 

Now, God being the prime Law-giver, can by his eter- 
nal Legiſlative power, contra or inlarge this Law of N1. 
ture, by Interpretation, or Diſpenſation, «ſpecially when 
the publick good of mankind is concerned; as in the caſe 
of Caiz's marriage with his Siſter, or when his Power, 
Jurildition, Dominion and. Property is to be evidenced ; 
as in the caſe of the Iſraelites develting and ſpoiling the 

ans of their Ear-rings : or, thirdly, when. the 

Faith, Obedience, and Patience of good men is to be 
tried and exemplified ;; as when he commanded Abraham 
to ſacrifice his only ſon Iſaac; but Go4 (fay Divines) will 
not, it being inconſiſtent with his Juſtice abſolutely root 
up and extinguiſh the Law of Nature, becauſe it is thac 
Law by which he will arraign Pagans, Infidels, and Hea- 
thens; at the laſt General Audit of the laſt day, for then 
they (hall receive their final duom.and ſentence : not that 
they lived out of the Pale of Chriſtianity, or did not be 
lieve in Chriſt, or the Chriſtian Law , for alas they never 
heard of either, bur becauſe they did not live up to the 
Law of Nature, and the light diffuſed from it ; or, if you 
leaſe, up to that moral _reRirude that was the reſult of 
4 mnt beams were ſufficicnt. to have made them 
(bun the foul obliquities and irtegular pojlutiuns of human 
life, | 
Now, the Law of Natyte being thus fatcd, cannot be 
diſpenſed with.by any hugnane power wharſoc ver : and 
this Cicero clearly ſaw, by a Ray dartcd from ic , when 
he defin'd it to be, Vers 18to, nature: congruens, diffuſa. tn 
amnes, conſt ans ſempiterna. Nod my Afertion is Ng 
y 


4 . | 
by theſe reaſons ; the Lews of Nature being —_— 
us by the Law of God, cannot be diſpenced withal, unleſs 
by a power equal to the ſame, or ſaperior'to that which 
made the ſan&ion ;, bur that cannot be ar all, neither can 

they bediſpenced wirh ar all, unleſs by God Himſelf, 
Secondly, whatſoever is forbidden by rhe Natural Law, 
cannot be permitted by the Civil ; ſe when the 
Higheſt Power hath interpoſed,then the inferior and ſubor. 
dinarc hath no Authorky ; for, ſince it hath its Being from 
the ſuperior 5 it canhor be fuppos'd it can prejudice that 

from whence it had all irs —_ 

Thirdly, I argue from the diffetence between Divine 
2nd Humane Laws; Divine Laws err aa. and im 
mediately oblige by their own prime tency and Au- 
thor ty, but Humane Laws bind the Conſcience nor intrin- 
fecally, formally, and primarily from themſclves, but by 
Power, Virtue and Efficacy transfus'd and deriv'd into 
them by the Divine Command, by whoſe Efficiency they 
work obedience to themſelves mediately and inftrumen- 
rally, Again, Divine Laws bind the will and the under. 
ſtanding z e Laws, only the will, which isthe ſub- 
je&t of Humane Laws +: Humane Laws only conſider the 
outward aQivn, not the inward opinion ; you muſt obey 
man, when at the ſame time, withont fin, you may believe 
the Law to-be imprudent, imperfeR, or fir ro be-difan- 
null'd, becauſe there was a weakneſs in the ſanRiong they 
could not foreſee the evil that was furure ; the inconve- 
niences of ſome men, the impoſſibilities of things, 
and the intolerable burden and preffure upon ſundry per- 
fons. But in the Laws 'of God , we muft fubmit onr 
mol? ſecret thoughts, and-we muſt be ſureſo to vbey Hu- 
mane Laws, as we keep for God the Prerogative of his 
having unveil'd the Law of Nature as much as I could. 1 
come 


Self Homicide Murther, 3 
t®mcyow todemonſtrate, thas SeMf-Murther'breaks up, 
2nd diſmandes thoſe defenfarives the Law of Nature has 
ereced' againſt it, by making a bloody Onſet or Invaſion 
upon two prime Branches or Ingredients of- it; thar is, 
ſclf-preſervation, 2nd do as yon would be done unto. 

ſelf-preſervativn 1s of univerſal extent and [a- 
tirnde, and fo wound'up with the Law of Nature, thzr it 
is made by Wpias to be the Law itſelf ; for thus he de- 
fines it, Jus naturale oft, (ſays he) quod natura omnia ani- 
malia decuit 3 4 natural right that Nature hath raught every 
creature : and rhists emdent in the | creatures, 
in whom, though there be bur ſlender principles of Life, 
and faint evidences of a Being, y«t if you attempt to de- 
ſtroy- them by drowning, or any other engine of ruine, 
with what firugling and reluQancy will they endeavour to 
decline theircarly and fare, is notoriouſly obvious ; 
and if it hold good in creatures thar are guided only 
by ſach a glimmering principle of ſenſe, then ſhould ir be 
much more eminently maniteſt in man, in whom Gud hath 
planted reaſon, to check and-controul the unruly and diſor- 
dered paſſions of the ſoul, and eſpecially to repreſs thoſe 
wo imperious ard infolent Tribunes of it, the iraſcible 
and concup- {ible appctitcs 

And this is-cvident trom the practice of the moſt bar« 
barous Nations, who appoint ſubſervient Officers and Exe- 
cutioners to inflict death upon Delinquents,” becauſe they 
know that is at horrent to all natural Inftiot, and dcſtru>» 
Qive of the Law of. Nature, which obliges cvcry m:ah to 
preſerve himſelf G——_ poſhbly he can, for Criminals 
and Vaaletactors to- untlnce their {lives by laying vio'erit 

hands upon themſelves. | | 
I come-nowto aſlert, that $«1t- Homicide overtorns and 
breaks down that other prime principle of the Law of 
B 2 Nature, 


| 
| 
| 
| 
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Nature ; do as you would be done unto, which is th& 
orcat Conſervatory of commutative Juſtice, which is the 
great Ligament that faſtens and ties te all Humane 
Society, and without which, they would become as wild 
and ſaoguinary as an herd of Wolves or Tigers, Now, 
if it bea breach of Juſtice to ſtrike my neighbour, ir is a 
greater yjolation to kill him , and if -it be ſo ſignal an im- 
picty to take away his life malitiouſly, and by propenſed 
dcliberation, it is certainly a crime of vaſter magnitude, 
for a man by ſelf-murther to rake away his own, only up- 
on this conſideration, that every perſon-is next neighbour 
to himſelf, And this method of arguing is conformable 
to the pages of ſacred Writ, which preſcribe, thar every 
man hoald love his neighbour as himſelf, Now, if 
Self. cmuurther were in any caſe formally and intrinſecally 
lawful, God would not have had the love of every man to 
Himſelt, the great Original Y which he was to copy out 
his love to his neighbour ; for he knew, that if he were 
uncharitable to himſelf, he would be much more to him, 
tor malice in the heart, commonly becomes murder in 
the hand, 

And to declare what a ruinous inroad Self.murder 
makes upon the Law of Nature, and moral Juſtice, ſe- 
veral Nations in Ages of an elder Inſcription, to declare 
their dereſtation of a Fa, whoſe malignity was improv'd 
and enhans'd by ſo much unnaturalneſs decreed, that the 
bodies of thole who had deprived themſelves of life by 
an injuriqusviolence,ſhould be drag'd through the execra- 
ble Gates of Ciries,by Antiquity ſtil'd Porte Scelerate,and 
then be-interred in ſome obſcure pits or caverns, called 
Puticuli, and in other places to dilgrace this Fa, and 
make it more exemplary Criminal, they hung the bodies 
up of Self-murderers, 


Self-Homicides Murther. 7 
2 Th Canon and Civil Law denies >the: Rices of Ont 
 Sepultyr eto ſclf.4 . Hom aicid TS 5 wys S it ein, c 
three Calesz ghar is, if this: ſelf-deſtruRion be ated by 
perſons whom. is ſupcr-indug'd ſupefaQion by Mea- 
ins Paſs Epileplies, Apoplexies, & the like, Secand- 
__ wh judgment is clowded by the fovs and ex- 
halations'of /« ſerled and deep. roared, Melancholy, which 
frequently derermines:in madneſs. Thirdly, it it be per- 
formed by perſons that are aflaulted by:violent Fe vers, as 
Calentures, and the like, which are uſually accompanied 
with a Phrenſy ; and to ſuch perſons. as theſe, upon juſt 
and evident proat of theit diſtemper, they do. not. deny 
the Obſequies-of Chriſtian Funeral,;.'' | - | 
For, in all deliberate fins, betore they can come to their 
perfe&ion, the Caſuiſts affirm to be fix ſieps, or gradati- 
ons; the inclination of the will is the firſt; ſin oftentimes 
enters in at that daqr, but; of ir ſelf ir, only is. a capacity, 
readineſs, and diſpolirion,.and nq a& ; ' but if theſe. be» 
come facilities and promptitudests ſin; they..are' hor in- 
nocent, The firſt beginning ot fin is, when the willtops 
and reſts ix ſe]t upon the tempripg objedt, and conſents fo 
far, that it wil! have it conſidered, and diſputed : when 
the will is gone fo far, it is paſt beyond whar- is natural, 
and comes {o tar towards choice and guiltineſs,, thar it is 
yct no more a friend to. virtue than to vice, and kngws not 
which'to chuſe. The third ſtep- the will makes, is, when 
it is pleaſed with the thought and meditation of the fin; 
and this precedent reliſh may be called the Antepsſt of the 
ation, The fourth ſtep of the will beyond the white 
lines of innocence, is a deſire to-do the ation, not clearly 
and diſtinaly, bur under a conditional notion, if it were 
lawful or convenient. The fifth gradation is, when this 


obſtacle is removed, and the heart conſents tothe fin, gd 
en 
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there retains eg Hah ir de contrived within, 
And'then the [igth'f Mi | 

cls 


wan jo 
fy, tantiot be t4Þ! 
ly oa peas and o rp will, aQi 


2'\miſou 
by air Ce Tn actor 
aRions, becau Saks 2 | 
morally nctarone; what the be nr gg orey 8 
fees, is nei 'nor evil;bur” is made ſo by the under 
a an . But T now proceed. 
nd que againſt Self-Homfcide is, that 
eſtroys thoſe of Fidefiry 41d Alli duc 
oor Power der hd which we' live; and it 1rbe acted 
a Wite, Son, ot Daughter, then it ſbverts 2 double 
(objeion char char relges to/a Prince, or Common. 
wetth, and: that that is duc to the injunt'ons' of {a Hull 
barid; and 'a Father. | Bur then 2741, it- it'be pertormed 
by a Father, or a Mother that is 8 Widow, they violare 
thar intercſt their children chall. nge in them, ro whom 
they/are to contribute ſuppiort and mainecnance, inſtrufi- 
en and education,thatſo by mannring and culrivaring their 
minds, they may anprovetheir knowledg in Arts, either 
ſpeculative, or practical, by which they mey acquire a fy- 
ture ſubliſtence, * 
Thirdly, fin is defir'd by the Schools, ro. be Aus dee 
Tians 4b dratne debitt fins, contre regula nature dot ay 
Zteriie. Now, they that lay'violene hands upon |eheaw. 


ſelves, 


q chant 
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ſelves, deſtroy the order-and nd of their ion, which 
is, wexercife all rhe Virtues borh - Mora! and Theologi 
cal, ehrough the EIGEY rty ar v»ry h 

| | is by:rhi 
ty heels and.) nll? 
| ons nnyman wr; of the Ma- 


=_-> icular ipetſons have no- power over 
ir own lives, colleQively confidercd , they) can have 
none neirher, ſince eneral Aﬀemblies' and Conventions 
are made up of particular'perſons, and are like'a Pillar, 
from whence, if youſabftra@ the ſeveral ſtones that com- 
'd ir , the 'notion and' appellation of a Pillar ceaſes, 

, if Self-killing were [, the power of life and 
death immediately it by Godt the fupream Ma- 
ziftrate, would by degrees (hrink'to'&/deſpicable nothing. 
Now, that the Magiſtrate may legally puniſh criminal 
offenders, is clear from theſe reaſons z thar ſome Forth of 
Criminals (hould be pur two death; is ſo necefſary,.thar if is 
were not done, it would-be direMy and'tmmedintely a 
ear-uncharitableneſs ; and the Magiſttate:ſhould even in 
bis partict}ar, be more uncharirable than he car; ſuppoſe 
to be, in putting Delinquent to-death'+ for. an High-way 
Thief and -Murderer, it he be perthitred,, does cut-off 
many perſons who little think" of death, and-{uct; ay are 


ipnocent, a5 to the Commonwealth; are yet yr pailey : 


before God ; for _ gory the ſpace 
repentance, there is but very il proviſion 

live, who ſhall ſend @ many to Hell, by mnrdering 
lack perfors, who did! nor watch; and ftand in readineſs 
zpainlt the day of their lad Arteſt=:-if all' foch Aﬀdah- 
fares! were'to be free from puniſhritent, the Common- 
wealth would be no ſociety of Peace, bnt # dirett fare v 
War, w Seate deſtrudtive of- al Gavernmene, ' Bur if 


there 


made : if they | 


Lo SdifuHhmicldts Miyrtber 


there were any puniſhmens leſs thay 6 | Aahe 'Gallies, 
ror range yep Toy ng Lt 
of 'Villains, which, by their ipcreaſe, would grow. as rui, 


nous ts berdsJof; Yolves and Tigers g.; andut ever. they 
(hould break into a_VVar, how imany.P. »they 
would fubwert, and how many ſouls would-be {ene tothe 
Regions of Darkneſs, for want of time; to perfc, their 
Renemnce, bo Yu qoiconbder. ;;/.- 2.244 rivers 
Now, if the condeuaned, perſon bad bad neyer any time 
to repent, of not {quandred away,.the opportunities con- 
ducing to it, he had never been reduced x9 this fatal cxi- 
gent z and4t he hath had; who is bound. to give. him as 
much as he will. nced? Angif it be unlawful: tor 'a .Ma. 
giſtrare to put a MalctaQvy 4 tha has nay, ſulſicienely ce- 
, to death, then no Villain (ball ever dic by the pub. 
ick band of Juſtice 4. and the worle the may is, che lon. 
ger pheYſhall live, and the berter he ſhall eſcape for in 
] his e, it he reſolve: privatcly, that- he never will re» 
pent, he hath blunted.che edge of che Sword, and weakaed 
the hand bf. Juſtice fer ever, that it (hall never ſtrike... .... 
-  Fifthly, Self-murther curs off that Obedience chat mn 
owe to the-ſfupream commands of God, by which he go- 
verns humane lite-2; and, 1 prove it thus, trom,/ parity of 
reaſon ;iuider Civil Governments here below, Proven 
and Obedience are ſo;complicated, and, interwoyen,. 
when Obedience challenges Proveeing » ProteQtion, peci- 
procally cxaQts Obrdicnce ; lo that divers Caſuilts aver, 
that Cuſtom and Tribute are ex 1awna rei ingrinlecally. due 
to the ſupream.Power, whexher the y be demanded, gr nor 
and the reaſon ſubjoyaed is this, that the Prince. 45, in, pol- 
ſeſſion virtually, by way of. right, and thoſe who. by.datk 
contrivances; and -furreptitiuus ambuſhes, do  de- 
iraud bim, arc only iv pofleſſion by, way of Fats. may 
; a þ 


OI 


Self-Homicide -Manther, T 
add;thar without 2 juſt ſupply, the proteQion and defenc 
of the Supream. Power would be ſo. lame ctipled, 
ve oall tens HU feb. rule cue 

enemics , of mutinics, and inteſtine 
a home. Now, if obedience be thus highly 
yen more eminenty owing to the 


. y , \#. J 
confin'd us to our abode and ſtation, 
rbicd,amnlhe call wp wok mn a pat ba geleriods when 


gives us bur we muſt not 
offer hour befor r GS 
Kean ohe Er hedarden ya Ir wm 


tul obe Diyine impious by run» 
from his capt, ond (OILT areſul to God, 
e below. And 


DV cxamp Aer thr arc brovghr 
Em gility . of _— 


13" SF. Homrreide:Morther: 
- them 3 - ys 6 pron ov bo 
bred to ns in' rit, that were Pltrophoria Spi- 
ritas, of in Ora Heros that-is mea by an dan: 
diate excitation of rhe Spirit of Gody «the 'of 
Phineat's transfixing of Zi and Cocbi, are nor imurable 
by 1s; unleſs we carr pretend 'ro ſuch- an/extraordinary in- 
ſtigation of ſpirit as they had,” - ? 4/54" 
© $hevndly, (omerimies the aQions of -yood /men are- in 
thetn ſelves'intioctent; bectuſe done before a poſitive Law 
was eftabliſhed' ro - prohibir them 4 - but -the { 
ations by a _ Law,became afrerwards criminal. 
Thus the drunkenneſs of 'N945'ts in Holy 'Wraremark'd 


without 4 black-Charadter,'-m& | told withour 9 
Cenſure, becauſe he was ior ed the free uſe of 
wine by any dire ——_ bite wh are, and therefore 


Sebiponrs dv2 com 


it'cannot legitimate it 07 1-0 


| | ch, titough Bith! 

ued' us; here their Faitly-is 8& Ve ir 
not their | &, Invaſion; and other A@gof Hvtiſiry, 
becauſe INT are ever: NC 
z nor becauſe are men one 
Fd nnreuſondble; thrdie the Relevof” Wear-are leaſt fe. 
ſrid'd; and the nereſitievate | | ky 2190 
Fourthly, Aftions done inthit ol Teſtatiem, Cas Laid 
awerthour fueh an ex- 


before) do not warraiit or 


preſs Command as : Tf che Command wes | 
cial, 1s proal th Gene wn Jl ud wn 
" % col 


SAfeHimaedee Marth 2. 


agg te gedeby eb ſob afticed of: good 

le, or a vchement 

my Te not to be mitard, unlels: fbeina like cate, 
or an cqaal o 9! 

Now theo, to the great "ow ou vt a ShcA 

tioned in-Scriptuce, I (Þall afford this anſwer , thar $ amp. 


fon did p93 8 - yatony to kill: the ene 

Tot Kyo aes hole Call "_ 
in. 

{eve 15 res are A 

his delrgn 3- is was like a Souldicr fighting 


inft His a= 

mies, at the command of his General, who undertak 
te lei hugh he knows he (bllde fot it. wen 
the Brother of Judas Maccaberxs, he 
Antivchss, tobe upon a towred 


EE 
of deſpair upon it ewiſh 
DE > army Ap ll + for 
pe FO 1p er ands,untefs the prolonge- 


manifeſt diſhonourto God, and to a 

Cube lg: Koto account they excuſe 

both Saul and for. they- knew, "if they _ 
fall, or abide reſpodively-i io. the hands. of. ſcoryers, the 

= AT Parmar Toro reach 't 

The laQtof Rabs is exttafied ont of the Book of Mar- 


cabees Learned of the Papifts char affert this 
Bevk-to —  — m_ 


bur dutch; he would Vet | 


"7 Self- Homuide-M urther; 

be Apocriphal, do both coricenter in this Opinion; that 
pet rner er ſo dangerous a complexion, ought by no 
means to be imitated. 

To the example of Pelu @ that drownd her (elf, & other 
Virgins thar threw themſelves from precipices, _ 
they would not be raviſhed before they wer — 

__ was their ſentence inthe primitive Perfecurions, (as 
may gleanfrom Eccleſiaſtical Story,) unleſsthey would 

diſclaim Chriſtianity, and which Preeedents are ſo much 
infiſted upon, in ſome caſes, to aber Self-Homicide , 1 =. 
ſwer, that their Fate was to be pitied and deplor'd , bur 

not juſtified ; becauſe irwas like dying before the wound 
was given, 4 leaping into the Sea. r of Shi 
. is to "pie rom keepin to = it aſte, to 

urn a Tem ing it, or at 

_ les: ah leithey ſhouk nd ho 
to lay the Vi it 
Crown of - Vii ity ; for ſhe that loſeth ir 
nevertheleſs a Virgin before God, es 


then, if an © rams 1 it fir to ater ve 


they loſt their Virginity, there was 
ahiichey were abus'd, they al bould be tem 
conſent 31 I anſwer, that a cernain fin'is not 
avoid an uncertain one : and yrths cold no 
derable- in the- —_ = endpoint 
were net only rely Prtifid the G 
of God, as ver TR auſtere lives, the holy-ha- 
bits of their ſouls; the 7 fone uri their ſpiritne 
guides, their expectation of eternal'Crowns and 
CIS CUTRY , which ar chat time wes under 
an imare, exceeding fecured inſt 
ties beſides all this, hedhe femence of 
death not ovly veirhin theni, but upon then x __ 
tate 


Self-HomicideeMiurtherl, I5 
mediatetortures they were to be harrafſed with after their 
— for any ſuch 

I ſhall now deſcend to unravel the cauſes that pullib! 
be the motives and incentives to this unnatural ſelf. 
Aﬀaſraton y and excoure them with their proper Re- 


es. 

been ied mma > bs dn an 
m of a rous Fortune, 

yn mnagy Gay 6 palin ruinous and bro 
ken Patrimony, have bound themſelves an incogitant 
Vow, ſuch or ſuch an accident went —__ or Eccentrick 
to their deſires, to lay deſtrutive hands upon themſelves, 
and have effeQed it : Bur to theſe raſh perſans I ſhall an- 
ſwer, that this precipitate and impi ow, is like that, 
that a man th heat of blood, engages in to. kill his 
Brother, this. be broken z neither 1s this breach of 
Vow, the choice of the' leſſer fin, but only the looſening 
of the leſſer Bond ; "the Bond of Charity being greater 
than the Bond of a Vow: for in the terms of inconfiſten- 
cy, when both cannot ſtand together, the lefſer muſt ſur- 
render it ſelf to the greater. And if perſons arc affaul- 
ted with a violent poverty, let them comply w th the rule 
of Divines, thank God tor-what they have, ard truſt hiaz 
for what they have not; for who without impicty can di- 
ruſt that Power, that can buoy up his ſunk eltate, though 
languiſhed away to never lo low.an ebb, and with new 
ſupplies recruit his neceſſities out of his two uncxhaullible 
Exchecquers, Clouds and Providence, -. , . | 
Scondly, Poverty is like a Girdle, though. .it pinches 
the with its uneaſy cinfure, yet it keeps the garments 
Hoey on looſngl(s and diſorder : ſo this, thoogh i 
girdle in, and circumſcribe our fortune . with top. « __ 
preſſure, 


16 Selſ-Aomicide-Marther, 
reflure, yet ft keeps us froni breaking our imoiexceties, 
Ted her virions {allics, arid redches us the cexeraie gf 
Humility, Patience, Fortitude, under the croſs Prudence, 
Hope,and other Theological Virtues, whicivway be niuch 
improved and heightened by this calamious condition, 1 
may add rhis, that if perſoris ſhall bear that cheapneſs and 
negieR this neceſſitous condition throws upon them withy 
clear and undifturbed cortipoſure of minis, e every tiohe of 
centempt that isthrown at them, will become a: pterious 
onc to embelliſh and adorn their Crown of Glory, 
Thirdly, ler thoſe whoare grated/upon by poverty, to 
arrerper and mollifie the ſullen and: ragged onſcrs-vi-it, 
refle upon that felicity that dwells'in the narrow 
of a virtuous poor man, how unbroken are his fleeps, how 
calm his breaſt, how*tompoſed his mind, how eaſe his 
proviſion, how healthful his day, how ſober his night, how 
temperate his mouth, how joytul hisheart ;-andl c<hen they 
would never admire the noiſes, the diſeaſes; the crowd of / 
affions, and violence of unnatural dppetires; that fill che 
henks of the loxuriovs, or ſeck to entertain thoſe gawdy 
and pompous cares that gnaw the hearts of the envious, 
or diſcompoſethe heads of the ambitious, - * 
Fourthly, Shame ariſing either from reproach, or fear 
of an ignominious death, may contribute mach -to this 
Self-Homicide, Now, if thofe reproaches and alperfi- 
ons that are (ſhed upon mens fame, are poſſibly and intrin- 
ſecally true, and then they may deſerve them, and God 
may permit them to be ſcattered upon ther, to reduce 
them. to a ſurvey of their own follies and'imperfeRions : 
bur if they are talſe, and they ſuſtain them with an ®ven- 
_ and mp ſpirit, the greater _— is due 
e martyrdom of theit Patience : for calumnies, it 
Iced, evaporate inte the fon! air:that fed them; if we 


are 


— —_— 


Self-Homicide-Marthey, 7 
are atthem, they ſeem to acknowledg them. 
mo ler thoſe who are beſ; ry + befmeared 
with unjuſt aſperſions, conſider, that it is the nature of ob- 
ſtinate and inexpugnable wickedneſs , to affirm: that of 
others i meries it ſelf; and it is the-only- comfort the 
guilry have, to find, at leaſt believe, thar there are none 

t 


1anacent. 

Fifthly, if fear of a ſhameful death does excite them 
to this raged) let them conſider, that to prevent the 
hand of Juſtice, or ehe hand — in ſtriking, is 
enes bn _ __—_ — - _ 
in ſaving, and is an at o eration againſt the hopes 
a good man, for pardon and bel arrive inthe inter- 
val; ſo that not -only the mercy fch Prince, bur-like- 
wilethe mercy of . God, who. le es ſtrikes perſons 
here, by exaRting of them the caſy fine of a temporal 
death, may ſpare them hereafter + buth which, by 
this wilful and impenitene aſlafſination, arc wholly antici- 

Sixthly, I bave heard of many, who having for igno- 
miniouscrimes ated by them, been condemned to a more 
uncouth thraldom, releaſed their bodies,” by violcntly 
agg 9% yer badies the nobler priſon:of their ſouls : 
but had theſe perſons afloil'd, and waſhed off the ſtains 
and. blemiſhes of life by a ſevere” compunGiion ; they 
would have found their priſons transform'd into Palaces, 
where there ſhould have been Poffefſion without fear, Cha- 
rity without ſtain, Society withour envying, Communica- 
tian of joys without expiring, — clowd of for- 
row ſhould have refleted a.new gled Comfort nvul- 
tiplied to-anever=ccaling Nnmeration ; and every ferter 
would have hang'd as — them, as'if thcy were 
cixcumſcrib'd. with a Ray of Light ; -and when m_—_ 
TILL 1aken 


— 


- — - 


—  — 


Tr 
| 
' 

Þ 
d 
; 


ſhaken off their chains, and of morliey ty together, 
they would have been aimined to _ in a - 4 
where an enemy never entred, and from whence a friend 


never returned. 


Laſtly, exceſs of Pain may be a Provocative to theſe 


Self-Tragedies. Bur let thoſe that are Infeſted, and wor. 
ricd with the Torture and Aﬀaults of it, (er bel 

ſelves the example of St. Paul, to be-cheir Pilot ro ſReer 
them in this Afﬀair,, who had learned ro put the AMii.: 
ons of this Life (under which the Agony ot Pain is com. 


prehended) and the Ecernal Happineſs/of the Life here. 


aſter, into an equal Ballance, andatter aſerions Scrutiny 


and Survey, he found that the calamities of this Life were: 


infinitcly overſway'd pars'd that wei tof 

GE nn bk 
ct chem allo are aflauired with pain, to 

themſelves the examples of rhe Primitive 

motivcs-and incentives to Patience, who when they vals 

not obey the ne ga of Paaoogrns oo impious ry Aron 


_ God, yet obc {t themſelves, 
ng the Tribere Ne Live Lives ro © the —__ they yo 


— x br {o purchas'd Heaven ry ; and "that 
Crown of = com nng which whoſgever Gains, is-no 


great loſer, 
Burthe laſt and indeed mot conſiderable cauſes of chis 


Self. Aſſaſſination, are either an erroneons Conſcience, or 
ele a ſcrupulous, warp'd and diſtorted with wild and 
irregular opinions, which uſual - a— thoſe that em=- 
brace them to- a melancholly Di pery and chic ar faſt 
Determines in Self-Homi 

As to the firſt, E (hall diſtinguiſh with our: modern 
Caſuiſts, that we ought to:obcy icnce, but not the 
error of Conſcience; For all the obligarion Conſcience 


paſſerh 


ore them-- 


| 
| 
[ 
1 
4 
| 


Self. HomicidesMurther; þ Se 
pafſeth'upoh us; is Detivative from God : God it is true 
Urar—ns us to follow our Conſcience, but yet at the 
ſame time he oy x" ragglaagy a8 ru. be - his com» 
Conſcience inſtruted by 'his Word and right Reaſon, and 
hath appointed means it ſhou!d be fo. But that Con» 
ſcience offers a fin to the obedience, is the mans taulr, 
and not the intention of God: A Right Conſcience di- 
realy and Hnally, binds:ps 1 the Action.it ſelf, An cr- 
ring Conſcience cannot do that becauſe the Aion it offers 
is Cri rogt it wakes us to. take that inſtcad of 

r 


what it ou RIS Gn: Trae 
Authority an evil exerciſe of "_ 

Burthe' Fa rata AN a more nice conſi- 
deration, and therefore isto be treated. and manag'd with 
tenderneſs. _ And therefore a Modern Caſuiſt excellently 
well delc when” he thus repreſents it. Scruple 
over, «oabe 
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nothing to affrieh 
er Tp 


ern any Action, and yet 
Fidſt of all irs enemies, and Tithe 
and trouble the whole Army,” © 


diſquiet the body ,and 
ally pradce op f Sanddiey 
ofvall at opinions © 
detent Go: Favont, md by ending the” Redi. 
ion of the Man in exterior fignifications; hina, by 
ee 
wy "7 SS + ina 
ns; 6 full of crouble, Comba and trofirddle for 
le or nothing, © 4 225 OY 9000, 
Secondly, fer ſcrupulous perſons intereſt themſelves in 
as few Queſtions of Incricate Diſpure 


3 and Minuee - Dif- 


quiſirions us th ; they rhat'anſwer fewolt; do come 
monly CE oi moſt corious/ Queſtions 


can puzzle every man, but exn profirna man ; are 2 
certain diſturbance, they are Rebels in the Ki of the 
Inmer-man, they are juſt rhe ſame things' in tation, 
that {cruples are 'i' Pratife + and | ng 


- 
» 


; 
| 
; 
, 
: 
: 
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Notice properly tends and directs to A&in, the increaſe 


them will mulyzply theſe, 


Thirdly, let ſcrupulous perſons take care that their Re- 


ligionbe [ike their Liſe z nor done like PiQures when they 
jc 


are curiouſly dreſſed, but looking as the Actions of L 
are attir'd z that isſo as things can be conſtantly done, that 
it be apparelled with the uſual circumſtances, imitati 
the Examples, and following the wlages of the Beſt an 
moſt Prudent Men of his Communion, ſtriving in nothing 
to be ſingular, nor doing violence to any thing of Nature, 
unleſs.it be an inſtrument, or a temptation to- a Vice ; for 
ſome men mortifie their Natures rather than their vitious 
Inclinations, of _ Habits z, _————_ Region han 
Enemy, 2 Snare, a Burden: s in:fcrupu ans,. 

is, in-me | , Nature is to be cheriſhed in 


to repair their Houle, than to lefſen it. 
perſons be cautious that they 


it when they can, 
or convenient z but let them alwaies, as much as they can, 
reſerve their liberty. | 


| Tofmnmup all, the Caſuilts generally adviſe where 
prone 1 be denighted, with an- crroneous Con- 
{cienct, or Gung.and aMied with @ ſcrupulous once; be- 
fore they embtace or give themlelves wp wo any opinion, 
they ſhould entertain it under theſe Notions and Quali- 
fications; 2. That it be that which advanees — 

ory 


""TEDE. Slf-Homicide-Murther] 
Glory of God, the Repurationof his Name, and is miſt 
Her} ron Secondly, that which is 


cei 
oft axceadle with the Letter of are, md com. 
plies molt praQtically with the 'purpele and p-of it, 
Thirdly, that which Prudent, Pious, and Juft have 
firſt aſl Nations have 


Life. Fly har Strch is beſt publick. Sixthly, 
thar which is more Holy. Seventhly, chat which gives leaſt 
confidence to fin, or finners, Eighthly, that which is moſt 
charitable to others. Ninthly, that whuch gives lealt offence 
and ſcandal. And.Tenthly and Laſtly, inveftirion ion of all 
things, elſe thar which prumarily is moſt uſeful ro the pub. 
lick, and ſecondarily ro our felves, inthe. ConduR of Hu- 


mane Life. He that admirs an opinion without theſe ſalu- 


deſtroy him. 


concurrent 


————. 


- The POSTSCRIPT, 23 
' Hereas in that elaborate mnhappyTreatiſes fiil'd Bia- 
thanathos, there & exhibited a Copious Regiſter of 
% ſome Elder -9nd Brawer Romans, who embezeld 
their Lives by an Improdem and Extre- Fudicial-V rolence 
offered to themſelves, as namely, Cato Uricenſis, a man that 
durſt be ſeverely honeſt in 4 looſe and liceutions Age ;, and 
Brutus h# Son in Lap, that great Exemplar of a Y irtuous 
Life, of whom! it may be ſaid, ſo far 4s u relates to the Gui- 
Janet ind ConduBt of « PraBiical Morality, that he ſaw more 
at the Noon of News —_— do at the Noon of Day 
and others of a leſs Eft:mate Repate, 'who out of Anj« 
moſliy, Regret and Paſftion, by an unnatural and iz jurions 
Ararers! a Priſon of therr Bodies, and ſo En- 
franchis'd 'and 'Reltat'd their Souls from the Natural Re- 
=. brevt ny mrermngks their Fleſh. But to thit I An- 
ſwer, that theſe Tragedies and Blood) y—_ perform'd by 
theſe Perſons upon themſelves, 'were not. al Reſults of 
Commy Natural Infun3, or the Uniform and Regular Pro« 
du8s of the Lew of Natwie ; But rather the prodrgious If ue 
«nd miſbappen Births of thoſe three Fories, Impatience 
lation and Ambition, which in elder Times not only laſb'd the 
wiſeſt "Romans into thoſe Exteſſes and wild Exarbitancies, 
feritie hath ſince generdlly concluded them Guilty of, Bat 
likewiſe at the laſt precipitated the Common-nealth of Rome i: 
ſelf into a final Ruin and Extinfiion; And thirwss well obſer- 
ved by Julian Sirnamied the Apoſtate, who in hug laſt Scene of 
Life and of Death, concluded and Expir'd with this 
Rational Expreſſion, a4 it Recorded by that Judicious Hi- 
florian Artumianus Marcellinus, im the Deſcription of bis . 
Life, Equo enim Judicio (ſays the Dying Emperour, 4 
he Relates i) Timidus eſt ac Ignavus, qui.cum gon oporter, 
Mori Defiderat, & qui Os YT an fir opportunum. 
Now ths Evil Principle of Se Homicide, had poſitbly ſbed 
4 


The i POSTSCRIPT. 
ol nant Operatian and Tafiuence of the Qrz hs, 
which p; ſcover d it ſelf in ſom: wnnateral Volences: Aled 
wpn themſelves , which mov'd ani incited Ariftotle no: 
nies mt Brave and «why 
an to K it himſelf for the avo Fo 
Third nt Fs Bt of i Bcd - rs 
we ms) amid Pooertie + The Thrments of Love, or any tvil 


Aﬀfii3ion is not th 4 valiant Man, bat of &Conard, 
: en er err oor yr 


Killing; 14 evidle the example df th A 
—_ in rarer rn db f 


gins that hang'd etves, IN: ta op 4 pb 


lick SpeBacle-: ERS ws, nd hs Hz 


ant Wiſ: wen, blam' i the” 


NG ai Kin 


Darius whe Land his Bas- 
OK ny 7» DIES &© Pathe- 
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Ares oper but tiecte- 
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Jn Adverniſemem, 
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Au Advertiſement, 

[miths-bat! beroveen Feyer-lave &-Sboo-lane; Lon- 
do1,ard by Edward Thomas at the Adam & Evein | 
Little-Britain, who is ſolely deputed unferithe | 
DoGtor's Hand and Seal, to make- ſale thereof ; 
and he to _ others to ſell them,' not only 
inthe Ciry of Londdn, but inal! other Cities and 
Towns that he ſhall think fic wen, re 
whole Kingdom,and in the Ces of Baineragh 
in the Kingdon of Scotland ; and Dublin in 
Kingdom of. treland; ' 5000 291 7 

: EF And, that ns more may be deceived by buying 
of mher Pills for Doftor Sermons 5 © © 

' Take notice, that his are gilt with Gold, and | 
ſealed up with his own Seal, in woodex' boxes, The 
mumbers- and' prices are- as followeth, and no 


| The leaſt Box contaiming 20 Pills, ſold 
The wotlk — appar Sa Job Ih: Gy 


The large "Box containing 60 Pills, ſold for 128, 
And with every Box is wants bers 1 
of DixeCtions, wirh the Author's Name at length 
inthe Tizle-Page: Without which Book, you 
may queſtion whether the Pills are right or yoe. 
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